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Synopsis

As a civil war shatters a country and consumes its people, historian Christian C. Sahner offers a
poignant account of Syria, where the past profoundly shapes its dreadful present. Among the Ruins
blends history, memoir and reportage, drawing on the author’s extensive knowledge of Syria in
ancient, medieval, and modern times, as well as his experiences living in the Levant on the eve of
the war and in the midst of the "Arab Spring". These plotlines converge in a rich narrative of a
country in constant flux - a place renewed by the very shifts that, in the near term, are proving so
destructive. Sahner focuses on five themes of interest to anyone intrigued and dismayed by Syria’s
fragmentation since 2011: the role of Christianity in society; the arrival of Islam; the rise of
sectarianism and competing minorities; the emergence of the Ba’ath Party; and the current pitiless
civil war. Among the Ruins is a brisk and illuminating read, an accessible introduction to a country
with an enormously rich past and a tragic present. For anyone seeking to understand Syria, this

book should be their starting point.
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Customer Reviews

AN

As the conflagration that is Syriad "or was Syriad "seems to grow, extend itself, and throw flames in
a wider arc through the Middle East, Christian Sahnera ™s short book Among the Ruins: Syria Past
and Present is a necessary corrective to the horrors of the immediate moment. Working on a

doctorate in history, Sahner lived in Syria off and on in 2008 and 2009 and neighboring Beirut in the

several years following; his book is part travelogue, part history and part meditation on the inevitable



nature of change. In Syria, he says, a cethe deep past exerts a powerful influence on the

presenta «a "true in most places, but even more so in such a crossroads of history.Syria is in some
respects a modern invention. As the Ottoman Empire lay dying in the early 1900s, the French and
British split the region into & cemandatesa «a "neocolonial arrangements, with Iraq sheaved off for
the British oil interests, and Syria and the newly created Lebanon for the French. What is now
Lebanon was long part of Greater Syria; the French created the Lebanese state in part for their
clients, the Christian Maronites living there. Syria itself was an amalgam, like all the countries in the

AN

region, dominated by Sunni Arabs, but with significant minority populationséa "various Shia and

AN

Christian sectsa "and Sahner spells out the historical relations between the many and various
groups.ls the war in Syria today only about sectarianism? No, certainly not. But Sahner details the
roots of the power relations between the groups over many centuries, with telling details from his
travels around the country, back when that was possible. Visiting the historic Ummayad mosque in
Damascus, he is surprised by the tomb of St. John the Baptist inside the mosquea "it had been a

church before conversion in the 700s.

Download to continue reading...

Among the Ruins: Syria Past and Present Teddy Bears Past and Present, Vol. 2 (Teddy Bears Past
& Present) How Iran Fuels Syria War: Details of the Irgc Command HQ and Key Officers in Syria
Mexico’s Ruins: Juan Garcia Ponce and the Writing of Modernity (SUNY series in Latin American
and Iberian Thought and Culture) After the Ruins, 1906 and 2006: Rephotographing the San
Francisco Earthquake and Fire Cold War Ruins: Transpacific Critique of American Justice and
Japanese War Crimes Aztec Ruins on the Animas: Excavated, Preserved, and Interpreted Maya
Ruins of Mexico (Travel Guide to Chichen Itza, Tulum, Teotihuacan, Palenque, and more) Maya
Ruins in Central America in Color: Tikal, Copan, and Quirigua Finding God in the Ruins: How God
Redeems Pain Ruins of the West (Of Darkness & the Light Book 2) Letting Go of the Past: Hypnosis
to Heal Your Life, Let Go of the Past and Move On via Relaxing Rain Hypnosis and Meditation The
Foods of Israel Today: More than 300 Recipes--and Memories--Reflecting Israel’'s Past and Present
Through Its Many Cuisines No Women Jump Out!: Gender Exclusion, Labour Organization and
Political Leadership in Antigua 1917-1970 (Trade Unions. Past, Present and Future) INSIDE
CENTRAL AMERICA: The Essential Facts Past and Present on El Salvador, Nicaragua, Honduras,
Guatemala, and Costa Rica Leonard Maltin’s Movie Encyclopedia: Career Profiles of More than
2000 Actors and Filmmakers, Past and Present (Reference) Teddy Bears Past and Present: A
Collector’s Identification Guide (Vol 1) From Marbles to Video Games: How Toys Have Changed

(Lightning Bolt Books Comparing Past and Present) 21st Century Essential Guide to Navy


http://orleanswer.com/en-us/read-book/0bz8q/among-the-ruins-syria-past-and-present.pdf?r=QB0X3%2Fnww1kQmTmoHEvw4pMxN0bpY7UK5UIFQsDSToA%3D

Submarines: Past, Present, and Future of the Sub Fleet, History, Technology, Ship Information,
Pioneers, Cold War, Nuclear Attack, Ballistic, Guided Missile The Railroad Photography of Jack

Delano (Railroads Past and Present)

Dmica


http://orleanswer.com/en-us/dmca

